360                              RECOLLECTIONS
BOOK put into words, but really; if Mr. Gladstone stood mo: ^^ aside, we might get on better." Though puttii away this impious thought, I could not deny that little dulness and a steady flow of straightforwai mediocrity often mean a wonderful saving of parli mentary time. In our morning counsels Rigby wi able, sound, downright, but not rapid. "Ah, I see a legal colleague said to me, " inaccuracy is goc enough for you, if it is only nimble.77 He sometim reminded me of a Committee of Charitable Trusts c which Mr. Jesse Collings sat; also Davey, the subtle of lawyers, of sure and enormous knowledge, on whoi mind as on a photographic plate facts seemed alwa; and instantly to fall in their legal aspect. Whe Davey found some strong occult point against 01 new-born Birmingham theory of charitable trust Collings with rough besom sent the rapier flyii into space, like the honest kitchen wench in Moli^re play when M. Jourdain was for teaching her ho to fence.
Herschell, on the other hand, consummately sk: ful in command of apt legal words, ingenious tur] of sentence, and all the arts for stopping one ho without opening another, was always ready to he at a pinch. Rigby said of Jessel that his rapidity insight into a case was a miracle: the jest was th; he could read both sides of a sheet of paper at one Cairns, the one lawyer whose legal perception nev erred, penetrated to the heart of a case at a sing thrust, with one flash of his eye. Westbury vei slap-dash, almost as often wrong as right. Rigt himself is, I suppose, much the strongest legal mil I have had to do with; yet he has two faults of whic I am above all others impatient; he is deliberatee rather heart-breaking for you," Asquith once said to me on the bench; " 'tis brutal toongest of all of them for peace. Brodrick was not particularly violent, and used language aboutsonal win. Impaired though it was by the capricious rapidity of the conversion in our favour since July, still in the aspect of ministerial policy there was no mistake about it. In my Election Address I had appealed for confidencendme." He smiled all over his face, playing with his fork.
